
Welcome to the December issue of the The Happy Home!   Winter is here and the holiday season is in full swing!  If you’re making last-minute preparations for holiday guests, be sure to read our article that’s full of tips to make them comfortable and cozy while they’re staying in your home.
For most people, this is also the busiest time of year, but your family doesn’t have to suffer at the dinner table.  You can still prepare delicious meals while you’re out running errands.  We’re sharing a recipe for some savory pork chops that you just put in your slow cooker and forget.  
We’re also sharing some of our favorite apps for busy parents, some weird and wacky facts and an inspirational story that is sure to make you feel warm inside.
Thank you for being among those whom we consider to be not only our customers, but our friends.  We hope your holiday season is filled with many, many moments to treasure and we look forward to continuing our relationship in the New Year!
“Winter is the time for comfort, for good food and warmth, for the touch of a friendly hand and for a talk beside the fire… it is the time for home.” 
― Edith Sitwell
Is Your Home Really Ready for Guests?
Your answer may be “yes”, but after reading the following tips, you may find that you’re not as ready as you thought.  
Spruce Up the Front Entrance.  Having guests come to stay with you is a great motivator for home improvement projects you may have been putting off. Start with the front door: A tidy, well-tended entrance lets guests know you're looking forward to seeing them. If paint is peeling, now is a good time to scrape it down and repaint so it will look fresh. For a quick facelift, add color and soften the architecture with pots of plants. If you have room for seating on the porch, make sure it's clean and comfy. Provide a welcome mat so guests can wipe their shoes before entering the house.
Make Your Bath Convenient.  A well-designed guest bath puts essential supplies within easy reach.  You should include a closed cupboard for extra toilet paper and cleaning supplies, and glass shelves hold stacks of towels and wash cloths right outside the shower. Hand and body lotion and shower gel are generous gestures in case guests forgot to bring their own.
Make Space in the Closet.  Even if the guest bedroom closet normally serves as your out-of-season storage, move the clothes elsewhere for the duration of the visit, or at least push them to one side to make space for your guests' clothes. Provide plenty of hangers for skirts and pants as well as shirts and blouses. And if you have clean, fluffy robes available for your guests to use, you get five stars as a host/hostess.
Pamper Your Guests.  Guest rooms don't have to be palatial; it's the little things that make guests feel welcome. The room should be a private retreat where a cup of tea and a catnap are pure pleasure. A few thoughtful touches and decorating tricks will make your visitors feel right at home. 
Easy Early Mornings.  A large pile of pillows on the bed looks inviting, but it also presents a challenge for visitors when it comes time to make the bed. Dress your guest bed simply with pairs of pillows neatly arranged. If you want to offer extra toppings, such as quilts, stack them in the closet for easy access. 
Room to Relax.  Whether they are family or friends, guests need to know they can retreat to the bedroom for peace and quiet without having to curl up on the bed. Offer comfortable seating with an upholstered wing chair tucked in a corner and a side table to hold a beverage and books.
Now…is your home really ready for guests?
Slow Cooker Pork Chops with Apple-Cherry Stuffing
1 package (6 ounces) Betty Crocker® Homestyle Stuffing turkey flavor 
2 medium celery stalks, chopped (1 cup) 
1 medium tart cooking apple, peeled and chopped (1 cup) 
1 medium onion, chopped (1/2 cup) 
1 cup dried cherries 
1/4 cup butter or margarine, melted 
1 cup Progresso® chicken broth (from 32-ou[image: image1.jpg]


nce carton) 
6 pork boneless loin chops, about 1/2 inches thick 
Spray inside of 4- to 5-quart slow cooker with cooking spray. 
Mix all ingredients together except pork. 
Place half of the stuffing mixture in slow cooker; top with pork. Spoon remaining stuffing mixture over pork. 
Cover and cook on low heat setting 6 to 8 hours or until pork is tender.
Top 3 Apps for Busy Parents
You might be shocked at how much a choice selection of apps can change your life for the better. It may seem counterintuitive, but adding these handy features to your smartphone will actually make unplugging that much easier, since you know you've got your bases covered. 

Grocery IQ

Cut your grocery bill and the time you spend at the supermarket in half with this streamlined app. It’s got all the standard tricks, like creating virtual shopping lists that allow you to check off items as you move through the aisles. Plus, Grocery IQ feeds off coupons.com so you can download and search free coupons, automatically add them to your store card, and never pay full price for staple items ever again.

CollegeSave

CollegeSave estimates the cost of a four-year institution and tells you how much you should be setting aside monthly. It’ll even alert you if the amount you’re actually saving isn’t going to cover the bill, so you can rethink your spending. Though you may balk when you see how insane tuition’s going to be in the future, planning will take away some of the sting, and it’ll be worth it in the long run. 

Mint

Are you the CFO of your household? Mint.com’s app makes the job a whole lot less intimidating than it sounds. The app does all the work of organizing and categorizing your spending for you.  The app provides all-in-one money management for credit cards, bank accounts, investments, income, budgeting and expenditures.

Weird & Wacky!
· During his life, Van Gogh only sold 1 of his paintings.
· No president of the U.S. was ever an only child.
· Any Rubik's Cube combination can be solved in 17 turns.
· An average human sheds 40 pounds of skin.
· There are no clocks in Las Vegas casinos.
· The world’s youngest parents were in China in the year 1910. There were 8 and 9 years old.
· Researchers in Canada have found that Einstein's brain was 15% wider than normal.
· The world’s smallest mammal is the bumblebee bat of Thailand. It weighs less than a penny.
· If Barbie were life-sized, she would stand 7 feet 2 inches tall.
· The Catholic Church owns the most land in New York City.
100 Facebook Friends Show Up To Defend Bullied Student

A high-school bully decided to apologize after 100 Facebook users showed up to rally behind a boy he had accused of having no friends.
It started as a single Facebook message po[image: image2.jpg]


sted by Halsey Parkerson's aunt. She went to South Salem High School (Oregon) on Thursday to meet him for lunch. She overheard the bully telling her nephew that he doesn't have any friends and that no one cares.
Halsey told her that it happens all the time. His aunt decided to come back for lunch Friday and through Facebook she invited all of his new friends.
And they came. Car after car showed up until South Salem's parking lot became a traffic jam.
It was all for Halsey after his aunt put the message out on Facebook to one of her car clubs. The message spread, and at least 50 cars, containing probably 100 people, came – some of them as far away as Vancouver.
And that's all it took to make a difference.
"It's just unbelievable," Halsey said. "I now know whenever I get bullied I'll raise my head up and say, 'Sorry, I have too many friends to think I'm being bullied.'"
But even Halsey knew the support was bigger than him. It was for anyone who's ever been bullied.
"If you're being bullied, stand up and express yourself," he said.
The bully was there, too, and with a hundred people standing behind Halsey, the bully had a change of heart. He high-fived Halsey and said: "I apologize. I apologize. I take it back."

