Why You Should Microchip Your Dog

Once upon a time, a license tag was the only option for identifying your dog. Unfortunately, tags and collars can fall off, or be taken off, leaving your pet without identification. The solution for many years was a tattoo, either on the dog's inside earflap or the abdomen. 
Now microchips have largely taken the place of tattoos. Microchips are tiny radio-frequency identification (RFID) chips, about the size of a grain of rice. Your veterinarian implants the chip under the dog’s skin between the shoulder blades using what looks much like a big hypodermic needle. 
You must register the chip number with the company that makes it, so that if your dog is found, he can be traced back to you. The chip must be read using a special scanner, which most veterinarians and shelters own. The scanner is passed over the dog's back and sides, and the chip will transmit the chip's identification number to the scanner. The rescuer then contacts the national database, which in turn contacts the dog's owner. 
Recent reports estimate that more than 600,000 dogs have been reunited with their owners through their chips. Not only are chips valuable for returning lost dogs but also for proving ownership.
If you lose a dog that has a microchip, contact the chip manufacturer company with the pet's ID number. If you don't have the ID number at hand, the veterinarian who implanted the chip should have it. If you find a dog, take him to a shelter or veterinarian to be scanned. If he has a chip, the owner can be found.
Dogs have been reunited with their owner’s years after being lost, thanks to their microchip. Don't let your dog leave home without it.
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